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The excursion to Special Collections took faculty to parts 
of the world—Egypt, China, Germany, Iran, France—and 
back 4000 years, figuratively of course. Unique artifacts 
and materials from around the world and times gone 
past were on display for faculty to explore. We brought 
out our collections to give faculty an opportunity more 
often afforded their students, to see, and in some cases feel, 
materials that contributed to the history of recordkeeping 
in various forms: writing, inscribing, painting, carving, 
and printing. Seeing then became doing as excursion 
members printed on our Iron Acorn Press, a replica 

Grandin Press that printed the first edition of the Book of 
Mormon in 1830.

While the primary focus of this post-conference faculty 
excursion was to discuss materials from our history of 
print collection (items with the obvious WOW factor: 
1830 Book of Mormon, 1611 King James Bible, leaf from 
an original Gutenberg Bible) we took the opportunity 
to display a smorgasbord of primary sources and lesser 
known treasures in our care. Our hope was to encourage 
greater faculty interactions with the materials, and by 
extension, student discoveries. We often think of history 
or humanities disciplines being the main users of our 
sources, but items we have directly and indirectly benefit 
all departments on campus. That interaction with primary 
sources creates a tangible connection with the past, 
allowing faculty or students to directly touch the lives of  
records creators.

Whether local or global, we preserve unique items to 
help shape identity: identity with humanity in the case of 
our history of print items, or identity with campus in the 
case of our local and campus history materials. With the 
excursion and with all our orientations we do throughout 
the academic year, we hope patrons connect with our 
materials and come to an understanding of their own 
place in history through seeing and handling materials 
that contributed to the development of the present. 
Through these interactions we invite students and faculty 
to engage with a conversation about the past. 
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